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Featured Drupal Module: Nodes In Block

By Tyme

The Drupal Module "Nodes In Block" enables a user to...you guessed it, publish a node into a bloc
module offers handy on-the-fly customization, without needing to use Views or to install a more «
Panels. Moreover, the module makes it easy for content creators to manipulate content by bypass
administration -- a concept that can intimidate users.

Best of all, this thoughtful and clever module is well supported; and the developer, Kristof De Jae
have a Drupal 7 version available when Drupal 7 launches!

Now, that I've piqued your interest, let me give you some ideas about how you might use it and
how to go about using it.

Remember, block flexibility on your site will depend on your theme, as the theme specifies the re
layout. A typical 3-column theme (such as Drupal core themes) offers two sidebars and a middle
there is a region, you can place a block.
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In the screenshot above, you see 3 top content-area regions. For the sake of the following use ex
regions "Top block 2 left column" and "Top block 2 right column". If you understand about b/ocks
point you do, you know that if nothing is published in a particular region, the region space is not

Case Example

For this use case, here is a screenshot of the home page before Nodes In Block customization is t
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The example site has a regular page for obituaries; but on occasion, the publisher might wish to
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How to Configure

First, the site admin must configure the module. From the configuration option, you first specify
want to be associated with these blocks.
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—General settings

Nodes in block

Caonfiguration

nfiguration options have been saved

Clueue

Select number of blocks to create and associate content types which nodes can be usedto inse
olock configuration page so the block settings are updated in the database. When at least one o
submit button where you can change general settings and associate content types per block.

Total number of blocks:
3 -

Content types:

[T Announcement

] pwards

¥ Blog entry

[¥| Book page

¥l Event

Craa

¥ Forum topic

[T Member Profile

[ Newsletter issue
i_T_J'F'age

I Pol

[Tl Press Freedom Letter
[C] slideshow News ltem
¥ story

Dimage

Creating and modifying blocks:

[CJuse the referring page as the default value for visifility at the content node farm

(| Show an edit button near each block

Tt T it o
\(edit)

4 of 9

After this information has been saved, your Nodes In Block blocks will be created for you to furth
content creators will see. Then, select the default setting for visibility -- show on certain pages or
use here.
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block visibility works. You'll be better off choosing the default option.
User friendly name for block 1:
Top Top Feature

Only use alphanumeric characters.

Visibility settings for block 1;
Show on every page except the listed pages. «

User friendly name for block 2:
\Top Feature Left

Only use alphanumeric characters.

Visibility settings for block 2;
Show on only the listed pages. -

User friendly name for block 3:
Top Feature Right

Cnly use alphanumeric characters.

Visibility settings for block 3
Show on only the listed pages. -

—Settings per block:
Mate: if you set the visibility setting for the block as "Show on every page except the listed pages”,

And, lastly, specify settings for the various blocks based on content type. Here, you can:

» Specify which blocks are available to each of your selected content types

P Specify a section name for the Nodes In Block configuration on the node edit form

P Choose whether that form section can be collapsed and/or the state to which it should def
P Specify how this block, for this content type, should render: Teaser with link, Teaser withc

What?! Are you kidding me with this flexibility?! Sweet.

—=2ettings per content type

Define per content type which blocks are available. On the content node form, a select box will be
displayed. You can also choose the label of the fieldset and if it is collapsible and/or collapsed n
choose one, the select box on the node form will be hidden.

Configure awards Configure blog Configure book Coi
Blocks: Blochks: Blocks: Blo
ir_J_iTnp Top Feature ¥ Top Top Feature [+ Top Top Feature V-
¥ Top Feature Left ¥ Top Feature Left [¥] Top Feature Left Ml
ETnp Feature Right V] Top Feature Right E_iTnp Feature Right =l
Fieldset label: Fieldset label: Fieldset label: Fiel
[Nodes-In-Block [Nodes-In-Block INodes-In-Block [Ne
’L_{ICUIIapsed fieldset ¥ Collapsed fieldset ElCullapsed fieldset ¥,
¥l Collapsible fieldset ¥ collapsible fieldset [¥] collapsible fieldset i
Render mode: Render mode: Render mode: Re1
Teaserwith links - Teaserwithout links - FPage with links P:
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The site admin will need to use the Block Administration to assign those new Nodes In Block bloc
blocks to have a different look. (Hey, there is even flexibility for manipulating the Nodes In Block
to the content creators.

How Content Creator Deploys

Assigning a node to a Nodes In Block block is handled on the node edit form.

— » Modes-In-Block:

Select region:

Top Feature Left (Fos) ~

The code between the round bradkets indicate the visibility setting of the blodk.
Pos = Show on only the listed pages.

Meg = Show on every page except the listed pages.

lﬁﬁiﬁﬂuti;
<front>

Enter one page per line as Drupal paths. The ™ character is a wildcard. Example paths are blog for the blog pag
personal blog. <front= is the front page.

The content creator simply selects the target block, and then specifies which page(s) the node st
excluded for certain pages, the user would be specifying the exclusions. (The visibility will likely |
be clear, and the user must know how to obtain the page path.)

Once the content creator has enabled a block and saved the form, a new tab will appear on the fc
Nodes assigned for that particular Nodes In Block block, and the page on which each is set to dis
the order of the content items by moving them using the "handles" (cross symbol).

People Remembered: Andrew Jaffe

Wiew Edit Top Feature Left Dutline
Title Hode status Visibility
4 People Remembered: Andrew Jaffe published =front=
4. OPC Book Might With Scott Peterson published News

Save

A site admin, or publisher (if permissions allow), can use the Queue tab under Nodes In Block ad
For convenience, the page even has links to create new content.
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Nodes in block

Configuration Clueue
Create new awards Create new blog Create new boo Create new event Create new
Title Hode status
+4+ People Remembered: Andrew Jaffe published
+ OFC Book Night With Scott Petersaon published

Save

Other Uses

Nodes In Block can be used to place a node within a node, where you might want to display the ¢
important for the theme to include an actual "content" area -- some themes do not. Remember, 1
flexibility with Nodes In Block placements. The module also adds an extra property to the node o
easier.

But, overall, Nodes In Block expands the functionality of a core block by letting the user impose «
etc.) on the block content.

Summary

Nodes In Block is a sleeper module, in my opinion. It has great functionality and flexibility, and i
did mention that the module is well supported. It has few unresolved issues, and if you post feat
also is a different module called "NodeBlocks".)

Tyme is a freelance writer and multimedia specialist of many years. She likes walks in the park, ¢
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3 Comments (click to add your comment)

By PixelCrayons September 13 2010 3:34 AMPDT

Many thanks to share this post. Much Informative!

&' Reply to this comment
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Reply by Tyme September 13 2010 11:11 AMPDT

Thank you! Glad that you enjoyed it.

By Fagor September 152010 8:11 AMPDT

Nodes in a block is a great module, thanks for providing this tutorial.
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