
A powerful tool suite for Microsoft* Visual Studio*, Intel® Parallel Studio helps C++ developers prepare their apps
for multicore. Download the quick evaluation guide, and see for yourself.

The ultimate html resource

About the Double-
Underlined Links

INTRODUCTION

home

about

non-technical introduction

newsletter archive

PRIMERS

html

MySpace html

ad banners

perl & cgi

asp

javascript

database - sql

HTML & GRAPHICS
TUTORIALS

getting started

backgrounds

buttons

browser specific

colors

forms

frames

html 4.01 tags

html 4.01 ref

image maps

tables

web graphics

BEYOND HTML

asp

cascading style sheets

css keyword ref

cgi scripting

dhtml/layers

dot net

java applets

javascript

javascript keyword ref

javascript script tips

php

security

SEO

vb script keyword ref

HTML Goodies : Beyond HTML : Webmaster Tips : Webmaster Toolbox: Featured Drupal Module: Nodes In Block

 

Featured Drupal Module: Nodes In Block

By Tyme

The Drupal Module "Nodes In Block" enables a user to...you guessed it, publish a node into a block
module offers handy on-the-fly customization, without needing to use Views or to install a more complex module like
Panels. Moreover, the module makes it easy for content creators to manipulate content by bypassing the Drupal block
administration -- a concept that can intimidate users.

Best of all, this thoughtful and clever module is well supported; and the developer, Kristof De Jaeger, has pledged to
have a Drupal 7 version available when Drupal 7 launches!

Now, that I've piqued your interest, let me give you some ideas about how you might use it and give you an overview
how to go about using it.

Remember, block flexibility on your site will depend on your theme, as the theme specifies the regions
layout. A typical 3-column theme (such as Drupal core themes) offers two sidebars and a middle content area. Where
there is a region, you can place a block.
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In the screenshot above, you see 3 top content-area regions. For the sake of the following use example, I'll focus on 
regions "Top block 2 left column" and "Top block 2 right column". If you understand about blocks
point you do, you know that if nothing is published in a particular region, the region space is not reserved.

Case Example

For this use case, here is a screenshot of the home page before Nodes In Block customization is used:

The example site has a regular page for obituaries; but on occasion, the publisher might wish to feature a death noti
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easily achieved by assigning the particular obituary story to one of the top blocks noted. There also has been an 
place these two features side by side, as shown below.

How to Configure

First, the site admin must configure the module. From the configuration option, you first specify how man
want to be associated with these blocks.
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After this information has been saved, your Nodes In Block blocks will be created for you to further configure. Give yo
content creators will see. Then, select the default setting for visibility -- show on certain pages or exclude from certai
use here.
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And, lastly, specify settings for the various blocks based on content type. Here, you can:

Specify which blocks are available to each of your selected content types
Specify a section name for the Nodes In Block configuration on the node edit form
Choose whether that form section can be collapsed and/or the state to which it should default (collapse or exp
Specify how this block, for this content type, should render: Teaser with link, Teaser without link, Page with lin

What?! Are you kidding me with this flexibility?! Sweet.
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The site admin will need to use the Block Administration to assign those new Nodes In Block blocks
blocks to have a different look. (Hey, there is even flexibility for manipulating the Nodes In Block through 
to the content creators.

How Content Creator Deploys

Assigning a node to a Nodes In Block block is handled on the node edit form.

The content creator simply selects the target block, and then specifies which page(s) the node should appear in that 
excluded for certain pages, the user would be specifying the exclusions. (The visibility will likely require some user tr
be clear, and the user must know how to obtain the page path.)

Once the content creator has enabled a block and saved the form, a new tab will appear on the form for that Nodes I
Nodes assigned for that particular Nodes In Block block, and the page on which each is set to display. If more than o
the order of the content items by moving them using the "handles" (cross symbol).

A site admin, or publisher (if permissions allow), can use the Queue tab under Nodes In Block administration to see t
For convenience, the page even has links to create new content.
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Reply to this comment

Other Uses

Nodes In Block can be used to place a node within a node, where you might want to display the entire page in the 
important for the theme to include an actual "content" area -- some themes do not. Remember, for more advan
flexibility with Nodes In Block placements. The module also adds an extra property to the node object, which you can
easier.

But, overall, Nodes In Block expands the functionality of a core block by letting the user impose other node features 
etc.) on the block content.

Summary

Nodes In Block is a sleeper module, in my opinion. It has great functionality and flexibility, and it can make content 
did mention that the module is well supported. It has few unresolved issues, and if you post feature or support reque
also is a different module called "NodeBlocks".)

Tyme is a freelance writer and multimedia specialist of many years. She likes walks in the park, cotton candy, and ba
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3 Comments (click to add your comment)

By PixelCrayons   September 13 2010 3:34 AMPDT

Many thanks to share this post. Much Informative!
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Reply by Tyme   September 13 2010 11:11 AMPDT

Thank you! Glad that you enjoyed it.

By Fagor   September 15 2010 8:11 AMPDT

Nodes in a block is a great module, thanks for providing this tutorial.
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